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Received an Abmafmuno’“g“?=
Abmahnung?

The 14-day protocol to contain costs, prevent court
escalation, and secure your website compliance.
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The sensation
Is confusion.
Therealityis
manageable.

| ®m An Abmahnung is a serious
legal warning.

m |t is a formal mechanism,
not a scam.

A\ LEGAL DISCLAIMER: This document is for
informational purposes only. Engage a qualified
practising German lawyer immediately.
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Threat Intelligence:
Anatomy of the Abmahnung

Co—\
Private, Not Public.
Sent by a competitor, consumer /4 ——
association, or private law firm. — O\
This is not a government regulator. Civil Law Warning

Rooted in German

| Wettbewerbsrecht (competition
? law) or the BGB. Demands you

cease an allegedly illegal

A

| B

illegal website practice
I The Unterlassungserklarung. I Imagiciag
The attached declaration of

desistance. A legal tripwire drafted Q;\/
heavily in the sender’s favour to
lock you into extreme obligations.

A NotebookLM



Diagnostic Matrix:

Civil Warning vs. Regulatory Fine

ABMAHNUNG (Civil Warning)

Private Party (Law firm/Competitor)

Civil Law (UWG, BGB)

7-14 Days (Then injunction risk)

Court injunction in 24-48 hours

€1,000-€30,000+ in legal fees

Court proceedings if escalated

CNIL / BfDI FINE (Regulatory)
Government Regulator (CNIL/BfDI)
Administrative Law (GDPR, TTDSG)
Months to years

Formal sanctions procedure

Up to €20M or 4% of turnover

Published on cnil.fr
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The Ticking Clock:
Deadlines are legal triggers

—— \

Day 1: Receipt of Letter.

The 14-day clock starts ticking
immediately.

from a German court.

——

Day 7 —14: The Deadline.

The absolute final window to
sign, challenge, or negotiate.

Critical Insight: The deadline is not a courtesy. Silence guarantees a

rapid court proceeding and the halting of your German operations.

Deadline + 24/48 Hrs: The CIiff.

The sender applies for an einstweilige
Verfligung (preliminary injunction)
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First 24 Hours: The Error-Avoidance Dashboard

€ DO NOT Ignore It. € DO NOT Sign As-Is.

Inaction is the most expensive response. The attached Unterlassungserklarung is a
Silence automatically converts a civil trap. It is overly broad and locks you into
dispute into an expensive court proceeding. extreme, permanent obligations.

€ DO NOT Negotiate Alone. € DO NOT Assume It's a Scam.
You are facing automated, templated law While some grounds are questionable or
firms that send hundreds of these. Do not exaggerated, only a legal expert can
engage them without specialist counsel. determine the validity of the claim.
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First 24 Hours: The Immediate Action Protocol

0 1 Log the Deadline. Set a calendar alert for the 7-14 day mark
immediately. Do not lose the letter.

0 2 Acknowledge Receipt. Send a brief note stating you are seeking legal
counsel. This buys time and signals good faith.

—\
o 3 Preserve Evidence. Do not delete website data, consent logs, or alter
contracts yet.
—

AN ANY AN

0 4 Run Technical Diagnostics. Run a Sitetas scan to pinpoint the exact
compliance gaps cited before you brief your lawyer.
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The Escalation Staircase: Calculating Financial Exposure
AT e
€10,000 - €30,000+

Full litigation to final judgment.

€5,000 - €15,000

Court escalation / Preliminary Injunction
(einstweilige Verfligung).

€1 000 - €5,000

(A ane . )
Q BREACH PENALTY: Violating a signed

Unterlassungserklarungcosts  f-=----
€5,000 - €25,000 per incident. 2

.

. PR B N,

esoiution including negotiation.

€800 - €2,000

 Legal fees for basic review & response.



Standard Operating Procedure:
lution

Step1 \ Step2 \ Step 3 \ Step4 \ m—
Secure Assess Modify Execute Remediate
Counsel Claim Terms Response Root Cause
Hire a practising Counsel evaluates Counsel drafts a Submit the Fix the underlying
German lawyer ) the legal grounding > protected, ) modified terms > website compliance
specialising in IT/IP and the overreach modified version of before the gap (e.g., missing
or of the the deadline expires to Impressum, faulty
Wettbewerbsrecht. desistance Unterlassungserkla prevent court cookie banner).
(A French lawyer declaration. rung. escalation.
with German
knowledge is
not a substitute).

J J

A NotebookLM



Target Acquisition: The Cross-Border Trap

The Economics The Jurisdiction
The Abmahnung system If your website targets
economically favours German consumers,
targeting SMEs. German civil law

applies to you—even if
headquartered in
France or the UK.

Specialised law firms use
automated scanning to
find highly visible errors
like a missing Impressum
or faulty cookie

banners. '
[ S| | o [ S|
™ Hll
L TRIGGERS: German-language translation, shipping to DE, or DE-targeted digital advertising. |
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The Dual-Track Defence Strategy

Handles the civil dispute, limits immediate financial liability,
and safely modifies the desistance declaration.

F
The Legal Track (Your German Lawyer)

Total
Resolution

The Technical Track (Sitetals Automation)

Scans the site, identifies the exact technical gaps cited,

and maps out the required fixes to prevent future targeting.

Synthesis Insight: Winning the legal battle is useless if the technical vulnerability remains
on your website for the next law firm to find. Both tracks must operate simultaneously.
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[ Sitetals Scanner Dashboard 0} e Secure you r
, N
technical perimeter
5 The 14-day clock is running.
46%

r— & Before you dial your lawyer, you must
oariors & ) (EEEEER understand your exact technical exposure.
LR e Sa | A proactive €200 website fix today prevents

| | | & pataPrivacy Gaps = A a €30,000 legal escalation tomorrow.

g @) security Headers - A

38 S :

= s) Cookie Compliance -a— -

8 it i = [Run a Free Sitetals Scan Now —
g =) Results in under 60 seconds]

Sitetals: Independent EU compliance monitoring. 606K+ websites reviewed. Not affiliated with the CNIL or German regulatory authorities. & NotebookLM



